
■ outside spaces

fresh air style
ELEMENTS 
OF WATER 
AND 
WARMTH 
ESTABLISH 
AN 
OUTSIDE 
PARADISE
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“I TOLD HIM I 
WANTED A 
FOUNTAIN TO 
DROWN OUT 
THE NOISE, AND 
ENTERTAINMENT 
AND KITCHEN 
AREAS.  THEN I LET 
HIM RUN WITH IT,” 
SAYS MARGARET 
KELLY ABOUT PHIL 
KELLY OF MCHALE 
LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN INC. 

LEFT: The Kelly family toasts the end of the day and the beginning of the night in their 
outside paradise.  CENTER: Carnation Rose flagstone imported from India finishes the tiered 
terraces, while Brazilian hardwood creates a pergola overhead.  RIGHT: Feeding the koi is a 
family affair at the Kelly household.  Itʼs Brendan and Alaynaʼs turn this night. 

making the outdoor space the family place
With wintertime vistas of the Washington Monument and the Capitol, Keith Kelly, 40, 

and Margaret Kelly, 38, knew that their Arlington home was exceptional.  But the one 

thing missing from their custom home built by The Christopher Companies was a way to 

enjoy their backyard and all the lights and sounds that come with being so close to DC.

“The driving force behind the whole yard was to drown out the noise,” Margaret says.  

With ideas in mind, like a pergola, a fireplace and a waterfall cascading into a spa fashioned 

after one enjoyed on a recent vacation, the Kellys met with Phil Kelly (no relation), chief 

operations officer of the Virginia division of McHale Landscape Design Inc.  That’s when 

their visions of entertainment areas melding with relaxation spaces began to take shape.

Phil presented a watercolor rendition of the outdoor oasis to the Kellys.  “It was 

unbelievable,” Keith says. And the finished product came out even better than the 

keepsake artwork, he adds.
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WHEN ASKED WHAT THEIR FAVORITE 
OUTSIDE SPACE WAS, FOSTER, 12, 
BRENDAN, 10,  ALAYNA, 9, AND MADALYN, 
8, RESPONDED WITH A RESOUNDING “SPA.”  
WONDER WHY.

bringing 
the inside out

The interior’s high-end furnishings and 

the owners’ tastes and desire to bring the 

inside out influenced the finished design.  

Creating drama and light proved to be 

the way to go.

With the bright city lights not far away, 

the Kellys hired Outdoor Illumination Inc. 

to install subtle mood-enhancing lighting.  

Less is more when it comes to lights, 

says Mark Oxley, president of Outdoor 

Illumination. “Anyone can put in lighting, 

but we’re creating an atmosphere.” If 

the lighting goes unnoticed, then this 

company has done its job.  The idea is to 

maintain the visual centerpiece, which is 

the waterfall, Oxley says. 
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making a
 grand entry

Sensitive to the neighbors’ 

views, the Kellys conferred 

with Phil about what slow-

growing trees to plant around 

the entire home, while adding 

interesting elements, such as 

the pair of entry piers flanking 

the path into the rear yard. 

McHale Landscape Design also 

created a front courtyard made 

of tumbled architectural pavers 

complementing the end result 

– the backyard haven.

On the Kellys’ wish list 

was a walking trail down 

the hill overlooking the river 

and cityscape. This luminous 

passage includes terraced 

gardens filled with perennials 

for a succession of color, says 

Phil. Traditional boxwoods 

and flower carpet rose, a long 

blooming disease-resistant 

ground cover, are among the 

other species of plantings.



“YOU CAN COME OUT IN THE EVENING, 
HAVE A GLASS OF WINE, WATCH THE FISH, 
AND ENJOY THE SPA,” SAYS MARGARET KELLY.  
“YOU THINK YOU’RE IN AN OASIS.”

TOP: The rocks above 
the illuminated waterfall 
and spa are made for 
climbing. CENTER: The 
owners enjoy the fruits of 
their labor on the mood-
lit terrace.  Margaret 
and Keith, president of 
ArcLoan.com, are awaiting 
the delivery of the patiosʼ 
finishing touches, Century 
Furnitureʼs Archipelago 
pieces on order. BOTTOM: 
The spiral staircase adds 
a dramatic element to the 
soothing entertainment 
spaces.

the best way to illuminate the waterfall is from above, like 

moonlight, says Oxley, or along the sides to capture the water’s motion.  

But with no trees overhead to attach lighting to and no rocks on the 

side to hide the bulbs, the only option was to place a Lumiere 206 light 

at the front to shine across the waterfall. Then it can be switched on 

and off when in the spa. Soft lighting works in all areas, including the 

sunken patio and the fireplace-enhanced kitchen.
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■ The Kellys hosted a 
Thanksgiving feast a year ago 
and plan to do the same this 

year.  The functionality of the 
Viking Professional grill and 

rotisserie make it a feat easy 
to accomplish. Foster and 

Brendan help their dad cook 
this nightʼs meal.

■ A view from the lower 
part of the one-half-acre 

yard shows the expanse and 
illumination of the outside 

paradise.  “It feels like two or 
three rooms,” says Oxley.

■ Forty-four tractor-
trailers filled with rocks and 

boulders were delivered 
to this Arlington estate to 
block the highway sounds 

behind it.  Landscaped 
paths around the home 

provide links to the 
waterfall, which is a bonus 

sound barrier.
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serious European craftsmanship 

went into designing the hand-chiseled 

edges of the Antique Blend dry impression 

stone fi replace, says Phil.  The whole intent 

was to create several outside spaces, 

including tiered patios with Carnation 

Rose fl agstone imported from India and a 

pergola made of Brazilian hardwood. The 

owners wanted to keep the natural look 

of the wood and blend it into the setting. 

And McHale Landscape Design delivered 

with the perfect complements of water 

and warmth, adds Margaret.

While the summer nights were fun, the 

owners are enjoying the crisp fall evenings 

and looking forward to the winter when 

using the spa in the snow will add another 

dimension to their outside oasis.ws

■ outside spaces

“THEY PUT IT ALL IN THERE AND MADE IT WORK,” 
SAYS MARGARET KELLY ABOUT MCHALE LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN’S FINISHED VISION, WHICH INCLUDES THIS 
HAND-CHISELED STONE FIREPLACE FRAMING THE SKY.
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■ McHale Landscape Design Inc.,
703.760.8600, www.mchalelandscape.com

■ Outdoor Illumination Inc.,
202.364.4999, www.outdoorillumination.com


